University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-12-1997

Lumber production levels soar, UM researcher reports
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Lumber production levels soar, UM
researcher reports" (1997). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 14968.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/14968

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

- The University of

v Montana
U N IVER SIT Y C O M M U N IC A T IO N S

• M IS SO U L A , M T 59812

• 4 06-243-2522

• FAX: 406-243-4520

This release is available electronically on INN (News Net.)
Sept. 12, 1997
Contact:

Charles Keegan, (406) 243-51 13.

LUM BER PRODUCTION LEVELS SOAR, UM R ESEA RCH ER REPORTS
M ISSOULA Record prices in the first six months o f 1997 sparked the highest Montana lumber production
levels in three years, says a researcher at The University o f Montana Bureau o f Business and
Economic Research.
During the first half of the year, Montana’s sawmills produced 639 million board feet of
lumber, posting the highest first-half production level since 1994 when production was 699 million
board feet, reports Charles Keegan, the bureau’s director o f forest industry research.
Keegan said lumber prices averaged S440 per thousand board feet during the first six months
of 1997 -- the highest first-half average on record
Production employment in Montana’s forest products industry declined slightly to 4,621
workers in the first half of 1997, compared with 4,656 in the first half o f 1996, Keegan said. However,
production worker wages increased to $82.4 million in the first half o f 1997, compared with $79.4
million for the same period in 1996.
Record-breaking prices will not continue during the second half of 1997, Keegan said. In fact,
prices have already dropped 10 to 20 percent in the third quarter of 1997, and he expects small
declines in production through the rest of this year.
The above figures refer only to production workers at timber processing facilities and plants
processing wood fiber residue from timber processing facilities. Production workers account for 40 to
50 percent of the workers in Montana’s forest products industry. Estimates do not include the several
thousand workers in logging, trucking and other related jobs.
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